
Bennington Township  
January 5, 2026 Regular Board Meeting 

 
The Bennington Township regular board meeting was called to order by Supervisor Cody Baker 
on January 5, 2026, 7:00pm, at the Township Hall.  
Present: Jim Forsythe, Maria Carlin, Cody Baker, Larry Johnson, Donna Ash. 
 
Johnson moved to approve the agenda as printed. Second by Forsythe. Motion carried. 
Johnson moved to approve the minutes for the December 1, 2025 regular board meeting as 
printed. Second by Forsythe. Motion carried.  
Johnson moved to accept the Treasurers report as presented. Second by Forsythe. All board 
members in favor. Motion carried. 
Forsythe moved to approve payment of the bills as presented in the amount of $35,165.66. 
Second by Johnson. All board members in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
John Slocum – Introduced himself and indicated he was interested in serving on the Township 
Planning Commission.   
 
Board Reports: 
Library – Sayles – Updated the board on activities at the District Library.  
Plan Comm – Ash – Recommended approval of four land divisions/lot line adjustments, 
discussed the vacant position and scheduled the 2026 meeting dates. 

• Forsythe moved to concur with the Township Planning Commission and approve Lot Line 
Adjustment #PLLA25-003 for Kyle Smith, 010-32-400-002 &010-33-300-015. Second by 
Johnson. All board members in favor. Motion carried. 

• Johnson moved to concur with the Township Planning Commission and approve Lot Line 
Adjustment #PLLA25-013 for Eli Harmon, 010-74-001-005 & 010-74-001-003. Second by 
Forsythe.  All board members in favor. Motion carried.  

• Johnson moved to concur with the Township Planning Commission and approve Land 
Division #PLD25-0020 for Laurie & Mark Bateman, 010-64-023-000-01. Second by 
Forsythe. All board members in favor. Motion carried. 

• Johnson moved to concur with the Township Planning Commission an approve Land 
Division #PLLD25-25-0033 for Lawrence Beardslee, 010-30-300-001 & 010-30-300-001-
02. Second by Forsythe. All board members in favor. Motion carried.  

• There is a current vacant position on the Planning Commission there have been three 
residents that have indicated and interest in serving.  

• Planning Commission meeting dates for 2026 have been scheduled for the last Thursday 
of each month except November and December where the meeting will be the third 
Thursday, all meetings are at 7:00pm at the Township Hall.  

Roads – Baker – Presented the board with the 2026 proposed road improvement projects. 
Review for the next meeting. 
Co Comm Garber – Updated the board on County activities. 



Old Business: 
Bd of Review Appointment – Baker moved to appoint Jeffrey Bartz to the Township Board of 
Review to fill a vacancy for a term expiring December 31, 2026. Second by Carlin. All board 
members in favor. Motin carried. 
Custodian – Baker moved to hire Jennifer Sachs as the custodian for the Township Hall. Second 
by Johnson. All board members in favor. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
Shiawassee District Library Director White – Announced to the board that the District Library 
has a purchase agreement for a new building/location.  The new location will allow the library 
to grow and offer many more opportunities. 
Lake Manitou – Hall Rental Fee Reduction – Lake Manitou Association requested a reduction in 
the hall rental fee.  The Board took no action on this request. 
Planning Commission Member Appointment – Three residents have indicated and interest in 
serving on the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission will discuss appointment at the 
next meeting and give a recommendation to the Township Board. 
Salary Resolution – Johnson moved to adopt a resolution for a salary increase for the Township 
Board of 3% and have this salary increase be presented at the March regular meeting for 
consideration. Second by Ash. Carlin moved to amend the main motion by striking the words 3% 
and adding 6%. Second by Johnson. Roll call vote: Forsythe- no, Carlin- yes, Ash- no, Johnson- 
yes, Baker- yes. Amendment to the motion approved.  Roll call vote on the main motion as 
amended: Carlin- yes, Ash- no, Johnson- yes, Forsythe- no, Baker- yes. Main motion as amended 
approved. (Resolution wording available at the Township Hall) 
2026 – 2027 Regular Meeting Dates – Baker moved to approve the 2026 – 2027 regular 
meeting dates as presented, being the first Monday of each month except September when the 
meeting will be the following Tuesday, each meeting will be at 7:00pm at the Township Hall.  
Second by Calin. All board members in favor. Motion carried. (Meeting Dates available on the 
Web and at Township Hall) 
Budget Review – Board presented with the current budget for review at the next meeting. 
2026-2027 Budget – Board presented with a preliminary budget worksheet for review at the 
next meeting. 
 
Johnson moved to adjourn. Second by Forsythe. Motion carried. 
Adjournment at 7:52pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Ash, Clerk 
 
 


